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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T VE publication of the following Letter has 
been delayed now almoſt a full year, in hopes 
that the Treatment received might by time and 
reflection appear in its proper colours to the 
Authors of it. But fince I find it does not, I 
can no longer defer this Vindication of myſelf 7 
againſt both the Principal and his under- 
Ho And tho" this Vindication with re- 
ſhect to the former, I hope, may prove ſufficient ; 
yet, as to the latter, I find myſelf under an 
abſolute neceſſity of doing ſomething more : in 
order to place myſelf in ſuch a ſlate of Inde- 
pendency, that 1 may do juſtice to my Patients; 
and ſecure both them and myſelf from all the 
zll. ejfetts to which we have been hitherto ex- 
poſed, from two cauſes, viz. an abſolute refu- 
fal by ſome to make up my Preſcriptions, and 
an adulteration of them by others, By this to- 
tal or partial negative, which the compound- 
ers of medicines have thought fit to put upon 
my Preſcriptions, my Patients have been ſome- 
t1mes deprived of any Remedics at all, and at 
others of the effect which they might hope for 
from them. This has naturally given others 
a diſſidence and unwillingneſs to put themſelves 
under my care; ſince, whatever good opinion the 
might poſſibly entertain of my Skill, they might 
juſtly fuſpeft that it would be rendered ineffec- 
tual by ſuch proceedings as theſe, 
1 know 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 


I Eno but one fingle Method which can pre- 


vent theſe Practices and Suſpicions, and that 
15, for the future to prepare and diſpenſe my 
own Medicines, to all who fhall defire them ; 
and to take particular care that they ſhall 
conſiſt of the very beſt Materials, which will 
be of great advantage to my Patients, And 
whoever ſhall repreſent this as an uncommon 
| thing, and below the dignity of a Graduate 
Phyfician, upon a little inquiry he will find, 
that a great number of Phyſicians do the ſame 
in all parts of England; and ſome not far off, 
particularly Dr. YaTEs and Dr. BARHAM 
at Hartford. But I muſt ingenuouſly own, 
| that the thought of putting this Method in 
practice here, was firſt ſuggeſted to me by 

Dr. ADDINGToON himſelf. 
T intend hkewiſe, every Thurſday, being 


market-day, to give my advice gratis, 10 All 


thoſe who ſhall aſk it, and whoſe circumſtances 


may be too narrow to permit them to advance 
the uſual Fees, | 

1 ſhall beg leave to take the opportunity in this 
Second Edition 7o explain myſelf in relation 


to the diſpenſing of my own Medicines, by 


ſignifying, That I have no objection to the 
Apethecaries making them up for my Patients, 
unleſs they are ſuch Apothecaries, as 1 have 
great reajon to think will not do juſtice to my 
Preſcriptions, 
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5 find myſelf obliged to addreſs to 


you, in this public manner, the 
following LRT TEN ; the neceſ- 
ERASE ity of which will gradually appear 
to every Reader, more and more, 

as he proceeds in the peruſal of it. 


When, upon the advice and recommenda- 
tion of ſeveral Gentlemen, 1 firſt formed the 
deſign of ſettling in this place; left it ſhould 
give Dr. MER RICK or You any unreaſonable 


umbrage, particular care was taken to inform 


ou early of it, in ſuch a manner as ſeemed 
likely to be the leaſt diſagreeable. The Gentle. 
man who waited upon you, delivered a Letter 
to each of you, from a hand moſt intimately 
known to either ; and was received and diſmiſſed 
by Both, with as great civility as he could ex- 
pect or deſire. And had your ſubſequent con- 
duct been as conſonant thereto, as Dr. MERRICE's 
has been, I ſhould have had no occaſion at this 


time to lay before you the inconſiſtency of it. 
To 


- * 
\ - 
4 
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To give weight to the contents of your 
Friend's LETTER, the Bearer, who always 
thought the moſt open and undiſguiſed way of 
acting, the likelieſt to have the beſt effect, ac- 
quainted you, in the frankeſt manner, both with 
the Method in which I had proceeded in my 
Studies, and with the Views I had in deſigning 
to ſettle in this part of the country : and the 
ſubſtance of his converſation with you on this 
occaſion, according to his repeated aſſurances, 
was this. 

That having been educated at Weſtminſter 
ſchool] for eight years, under the care of Dr. 
FRIEND, I directly applied myſelf to one of 
— thoſe Arts, and afterwards to the reſt, which 
are g/nerally looked upon as a neceſſary Intro- 
ducon to the knowledge of Phyſic. That 
ha#ing gone through ſeveral courſes of Botany 
and Anatomy, under the moſt eminent Profel- 
ſors of each, I put myſelf under the direction 
of a Chemiſt of great buſineſs ; where I had the 
beft opportunity of getting an inſight, not only 
into Chemiſtry, but into the whole Materia 
Medica, and the compoſition of all ſorts of 
* Medicines. That during this time, at proper 
An read the Books recommended to 
me by the moſt eminent Phyſicians; and attended 
| Hoſpitals and Infirmaries, where I ſaw and ob- 
{ſerved their Method of treating almoſt all kinds 
of Diſeaſes. That I afterwards went to Paris, 
where, under the inſtruction of Monſieur Gr: - 
GOIRE, the molt celebrated Man-midwite, I had 
a repeated ſight of, and likewiſe performed 


* A Knowledge highly neceſſary for every Phyſician, 
who is willing to detect the abuſe of his Preſcriptions, and 
to do juſtice to his Patients. 


myſelf 


EF) 
myſelf all the Operations neceſſary, in unnatural, 
as well as natural Births. That having taken a 
* Degree in Phyſic, I returned to England; and 
having been examined by the College of Phy- 


ſicians in London, received from them a Di- 


ploma, acknowledging the validity of that De- 


gree, and granting me their LI EN SE to prac- 
tiſe. That having been Þ chofen Phyſician to 
that Branch of Chriſt's Hoſpital which is at Ware 
in Hartfordſhire, I had for ſeveral years a great 
+ number of Boys under my care; who being 
continually ſubject to diſtempers, had afforded 
me, together with my other Practice, a large 
Scene of experience, by a variety of dangerous 
Caſes. And, laſtly, that my Deſign in coming 
to Henley, was to practiſe Phyſic and Man-mid- 
witery there, as I had hitherto conſtantly done. 

Upon hearing this, Sir, you made no other 
objection than fuch as ſeemed conſiſtent enough 
with a regard to your Friend's recommenda-— 
tion; expreſſing only ſome dithdence and ap- 
prehenſion with reſpect to my ſucceſs. You 
ſaid, that this place was too near Reading to ſup- 
port a Phyſician; and that none, for many years, 
nad ſucceeded here : and therefore you adviſed 
the preference of Fiph-IWickham, where there. 
was neither Phyſician nor Man-midwite of any 
eminence, nor at any other Town ſo near that 
as Reading is to Henley. 1 5 

Being ſatisfied that this was a juſt Repreſenta- 
tion of what paſſed between You and my Friend, 
] could not but be greatly ſurpriſed at the gene- 


* At Rheims, where the famous Dr. PircAIRN took his. 
+ Upon the Teſtimonial and recommendation af Pr. 

Map, Dr. Moxxok, and Dr. Dop | 
+ Near two hundred, | 


A 2 ral 


4 
ral alarm among the Apothecaries here, upon 
my firſt appearance in this place; tho* I had 
declared to them, that I had no intention of 
mixing up my own Medicines, (as 1s uſual with 
the Phyſicians of Hartfordſhire, from whence 1 


cam? hither) if they would ingenuouſly do juſt- 


ice to my Preſcriptions. Notwithſtanding 
which, many. falſe Stories were {pred about, 
and among the reſt one of a complicated nature, 
of which, with great appearance of probability, 
You was reported to be the Author, viz. That 
from the account my Friend gave you of my 
Deſign, you could not well tell, whether I in- 
tended to practiſe as an Apothecary, Surgeon, 


 Man-midwife, or Phyſician. No Invention 


could have been more cruel than this, nor more 
baſely calculated to do me miſchief ; which, by 
threatening, and ſeeming to ſtrike at the particu- 
lar intereſt of each of the Apothecaries, united 
them all againſt me. Tho' this gave me ſome 


ſuſpicion of your not having the beſt intentions 


towerds me, yet it was with no ſmall difficuity 
that I could imagine you to be the real Author 
of ſuch a Story ; ſince You yourſelf, by way of 
complaint to me, had been pleaſed to contradict 


it, telling me, that by the Account you had 


received from my Friend who carried, and from 


yours who wrote that Letter, you concluded, that 


I intended to practiſe only Man- midwifery. And 
yet my Friend ſtill abſolutely avers, that he told 
you, that I intended to practiſe Phyſic allo ; and 
that the words of your Friend's Letter, which 


he read before it was ſealed, were likewiſe to the 


ſame purpoſe ; and that the Gentleman who 
wrote it has declared to him ſince, that he never 
| e gave 
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gave you any other account of my intentions 
by word of mouth. | 
Thus diſappointed and undermined by Ene- 


mies, wearing the ſmiling countenance of 


Friends, and expoſed to the whiſpered infinua- 
tions, reflections, and cenſures of the credulous 
and the malicious; I notwithſtanding met with 
ſome ſincere and candid Perſons, who heartily 
eſpouſed my Cauſe, and ſhewed me real inſtan- 
ces of regard and favour, the number of 
whom was daily increaſing. This incouraged 
me to keep my ground, in a ſituation not very 
ealy ; which yet, tho' often diſagreeable, was 
ſometimes diverting, For I imagined it to be 
not unlike that of a perſon, who being got into 
the midſt of an audience at a Puppet-ſhew, was 
obliged to hear himſelf abuſed and railed at by 
the Bulky Hero of the Drama, and his Wooden 
Brethren, without being able to diſcover the 
chief Artiſt, who alone formed all the articulate 


ſounds. Unwilling either to interrupt the di- 


verſion by an unſeaſonable reply, or to diſturb 
the Audience by forcing myſelf from it abruptly, 
I reſolved to fit it out with patience, and leave 
the merits of the Piece to the judgment of the 
Spectators. But the Maſter of the Theatre, 
finding that his Farce did not meet with that 
applauſe which he deſired and expected, came 
forth ſuddenly from behind the Scenes, pulled 
off his maſk, and by one bold Coup declat en- 


deavoured to demoliſh me at once. 


On Monday the 25th of July, You, Sir, was 
ſent for to Mr. CoMBer, Maſter of the Work- 
houſe at this Place, who had been under my 
care about four days, in order to our having a 


Conſultation upon his Caſe, This was done, I 
aſlure 


— — ——— —— ——„— 


20) 
aſſure you, without the leaſt advice of mine ; 
there being, in my opinion, no occaſion at all 


for it, as the Diſeaſe was very apparent, and the 


Method of treatment obvious enough. At this 
time, after you had examined the Patient, You 
thought proper to aſk me ſeveral Queſtions, and 
to get from me what information you could con- 
cerning his Caſe; as any other Phyſician would 
have done, that intended to conſult with me : all 
which Queſtions I very ingenuouſlly anſwered, 
not ſuſpecting your deſign. After this, you de- 
fired me to walk into another room, where 
ſhutting the door, you told me, That you was 
under an obligation which hindered you from 
Joining in Conſultation with me, having entered 
into an Agreement ſome time ago with ſeveral 
Phyſicians, not to conſult with any of the Pro- 
feſſion who had not taken a Degree either at Ox- 
ford or Cambridge; among whom you named 
Dr. FREWIN and Dr. Pirr of Oxford, Dr. 
Havzs of //indſer, and Dr. Zinzan of Read- 
ing. This, I told you, among other things, 
could not but ſeem very ſtrange to me, with 
whom the laſt had actually conſulted ; and with 
whom Dr. Hayes had declared to a Patient 
of mine his willingneſs to conſult, if occaſion re- 
quired : at which you expreſſed no ſmall won- 
der. After a while, Mrs. Cou BEE being call'd 
in, you repeated to her part of that which had 

aſſed between you and me in private; and it 
was left to her to determine, under whoſe care 
ſhe would have the Patient remain. She retired, 
and having aſked the advice of the Apothecary, 
who was then in the houſe, ſoon returned, and 
deſired you to write for her Huſband , an expreſ- 


ſion that ſhewed plainly from whence her orders 
| came, 


7 
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came. This you did pretty conſtantly for near 
a Fortnight ; towards the concluſion of which, 
ou met a Gentleman on the road, to whom 
you declared Mr. Cou BEE to be out of danger: 
in which hopeful ſtate he did not long con- 
tinue; for it was ſoon thought neceſſary to call 
in an eminent Phyſician from Oxford to a Con- 
ſultation; who accordingly came, but it was all 
to no purpoſe, for two days after the Patient 
made his final Exit. — And here give me leave 
to aſk you and the world, Is it at all probable, 
that you would have ſo eagerly engroſſed the 
ſole management of this Patient, if you had ſin- 
cerely thought his Caſe very dangerous, at the 
time you obliged me to quit him ? Since you 
could propoſe no reputation to yourſelf by 
diſcarding me from a Patient you couid not 


cure; is it not more likely, that you acted from 


a different motive, and that you had judgment 
{ſufficient to diſtingviſh that the Patient's illneſs 


was at that interval by no means deſperate. 


Thoughts like theſe might encourage you to 
make the raſh and fruitleſs experiment of en- 
deavouring to augment your reputation at the 
expence of mine. You might fancy, that a re- 
fuſal to join in Conſultation with me, would in- 
dicate a ſuperior dignity in you; and that the 
recovery of a Patient (tho? ſurreptitiouſly taken 
from me) would ſhew a ſuperior Judgment, 
But, Sir, the Conſequence may convince you, 
that if you aim at diſplaying abilities in Phyſic 
ſuperior to mine, you mult tind out ſome other 
Proof; for from the Event of Mr. Comste's 
Caſe, you can by no means claim any preference. 
This Cataſtrophe, ſo fatal to Mr. Comzzs, 
rendered your Refuſal to confult with me leſs 
1 detrimental 


( 12) 
detrimental at that time; as it was undeniably 
evident here, that a Patient, taken out of my 
hands in a mending way, had died under yours, 
who might poſſibly have recovered, had he con- 
tinued under mine, But it has ſince had, in 
fome meaſure, the Effect intended by you, as 
far as your influence could reach; and which, 
according to the ſelf-intereſted views of the lit- 
tle practitioners in Phyſic, could not but natu- 
rally follow. It has given them an opportunity 
of reprefenting me in a very diſadvantageous 
light. For looking upon your Refuſal to be a 
formal Degradation of all who have not been 
regularly bred at Oxford or Cambridge, to whom 
alone, according to your notion, belongs the 
Title of Regular Phyficians, ſome of them have 
had the aſſurance to treat me as a perſon void 
of proper medicinal Education, Such Treat- 
ment, had it not come from men whoſe behavi- 
our is beneath my notice, might have rendered it 
neceſſary to make ſome Obſervations upon Uni- 
verlities in general, and upon the Degrees given 
in them ; and to draw a juſt Compariſon be- 
tween thoſe at home, and thoſe abroad. Bur, as I 
have no inclination to enter into any ſuch invidi- 
ous Compariſon, ſo I think I have no manner of 
occaſion ; ſince, I hope, this LETTER will make 


it appear to all impartial Perſons, eſpecially thoſe 


within this neighbourhood, that my Degree is as 
valid as any other, and that it was conferred 
upon me, after an application to the ſtudy of Phy- 
ſic, as regular as your own. - | 
micht juſtly aſſert,” without adding my rea- 
fons, that Univerſities in general, and the De- 
grees given in them, ſtand upon ſuch a level, that 


a Phyſician who has proceeded at one, has a right 
to 
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to be acknowledged as ſuch by all thoſe who are 
Graduates of any other : but, fuppoſing any de- 
ficiency in them, there is in our Country a par- 
ticular Eſtabliſhment, which has an effectual 
power to remove all prejudices which may ariſe 
from any ſeeming irregularity in Foreign De- 
grees. The Royal College of Phyſicians, found- 
ed by King HENRY VIII. and confirmed and 
augmented by ſeveral ſucceeding Princes, is em- 
powered to cite and examine Practitioners in 
Phyſic, and to prohibir or permit them, accord- 
ing as their deficiency or ability ſhall appear 
upon that examination. Their power extends 
over all perſons practiſing in any part of Eng- 
land, except Graduates of Oxford or Cambridge; 
and ſo far even over thele, as to allow or hinder 
their practice in London, or within ſeven miles 
thereof, And as this College ſtands upon the 
ſame authority with both Univerſities, viz. 
Royal GranTs and CHARTERS, and by its 
conſtitution is rendered even ſuperior to either, 
with regard to one branch of Science, the exer- 
cice of the Art of Phyſic within one particular 
diſtrict ; their allowance of the validity of any 
Foreign Degree, is a ſufficient Confirmation of 
it, and their Licence to practiſe, a formal admil- 
ſion to all the Privileges generally claimable 
merely by virtue of a Domeſtic Degree. 

I could never apprehend with what juſtice or 
propriety the Graduates of Oxford or Cambridze 
aſſume to themſelves the title of Regular Phyſi- 


cians, excluſively of all others; and am apt t) 


believe, that all the ſtock of Rhetoric and Lo- 
gic, with which they may have furniſhed them- 
{elves there, will hardly enable them to ſupport 
that diſtinction. How Regularity, with reſpect to 

B any 


(14) 
any liberal Art or Science, can be reſtrained to 
any particular place, I cannot imagine ; unleſs a 
Law were made, inveſting that place with the 4 
peculiar privilege of conferring upon Profeſſors # 
the character of Regular, As matters ſtand at 
reſent, I know but two things requiſite to form 
a Regular Phyſician, To ſtudy Phyſic regularly, 
and to take a degree in a regular manner. To 
-7 ſtudy any Art or Science regularly is, to do it 
according to the Method, which has been found # 
by experience to be the moſt proper for the at- 
tainment of it; beginning with ſuch parts as are 
moit ſimple and eaſy, and frem thence proceed- 
| ing to thoſe which are more complicated and | 
| abſtruſe. To take a degree in a regular manner, 
is to take it according to the ſtared rules and ö 
cuſtoms of the Univerſity where it is taken, 5 
having undergone ſuch examinations, and per- [7 
formed ſuch exercices as are required. Who- 
ever has qualified himſelf for practice, in both 
theſe reſpects, whether in his own country, or 
abroad, may juſtly be called a Regular Phyſician. 
To which appellation, in caſe his education has 
been partly foreign, he has ſtill the more incon- 
teſtable title, if he has complied with all the re- 
gulations preſcribed by the laws of his own 
country, and been approved by that Authority, 
which they have appointed to rectify all irregu- 
larities in the practice of Phyſic. And therefore, 
no Doctor, either of Oxfcrd or Cambridge, can 
with any better pretence aſſume to himſelt a Pre- 
rogaiive to deny any privilege, which the Col- I 
lege is impowered to grant, than any Doctor of 
the College can deny any privileges conferred 
by either Univerſity, Tnat theſe have been the 
ſentiments of the generality of the Faculty, I 


think 
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me (15 ) 5 
think may be juſtly inferred from their conduct: 
for I cannot, upon the ſtrickeſt inquiry, find, 
that the moſt eminent in our, grand Metropolis 
ever refuſed to join in conſultation with a Foreign 
Graduate, who had received the ſanction of the 
Royal College. And yet theſe are the perſons, 
from whom one would be the leaſt ſurpriſed to 
| hear ſome unfavourable declaration againſt Fo- 
reign Degrees. For ſuch, having by their prac- 
ttce or writings, or both, rendered themſclves 
famous, and retaining a great regard for the 
place of their education, where the foundation 
i of all their fame and fortune was laid, may na- 
|| turally enough be ſuppoſed to entertain preju- 
dices againſt foreign Univerſities. Beſides, ſuch 
great men are apt to have ſome peculiar ways 
of thinking, which, tho* ſeeming paradoxical 
and whimſical, are excuſable, as being ſo much 
over- balanced by their ſuperior abilities. A 
WILLIS, a SYDENHAM, or a RADCLIFF might 
be indulged in Foibles of this kind, which like 
ſhades in a Picture, ſer off the lights to greater 
advantage. But ſhould ſome Pert Phyſician, 
whole lot has fallen in the obſcurity of the 
country, and whoſe reputation in the literary 
world ſtands much upon a level with mine, be- 
ing puffed up with a pretty large Scene of Prac- 
tice, give himſelf ſuch haughty airs; as ſome 
might think, that he acted like AL EXANDER“'s 
wry-neck'd Courtier, they might likewiſe think, 
x that his head ought to be ſet right in the ſame 
manner. — But You, Sir, cannot be charged with 
any affected mimickry of the learned or the 
great. You are no ſervile imitator of the 
WiLL1s's, the SYDENHAMS, or the RapcLirrs, 
either of former or preſent times. You act as a 
| 2 perfect 
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1 
perfect Original, doing what none of them ever 
attempted; and by mere dint of your own Au— 
thority, invalidate all Foreign Degrees, cancel the 


Licences of the College of Phyſicians, and acknow- 


edge none to be ſuch, but thoſe who have been, 
in your own ſenſe of the words, regularly bred. 
What authority beſides your own You have for 


' ſuch proceeding, I ſhould be glad to know; ſince 
the beſt and ableſt Phyſicians never ſcruple to 


admit to a Conſultation thoſe who have taken a 


Foreign Degree, if they have received teſtimo- 


nials of their abilities from the Royal College. 


Whence then ariſes this nice diſtinction of yours? 
Where the greateſt Phyſicians in parallel caſes have 


made none, what authority have you to do it in 
mine? It could not ſurely proceed from any 
fancied ſuperiority of knowledge either in Bo- 
tany, Chemiſtry, or Anatomy; ſince at the time 
of your Academical ftudies, thoſe introductory 
Arts were much better attained in London than 
in any other part of England. For was there 


during your reſidence in the Univerſity, a learned 


Profeſſor always ready at proper ſeaſons, to con- 


duct diſciples through all the claſſes of medicinal 


plants, in conſtant courſes of Botanical Lectures? 
Was there a ſufficient number of Chemical Ope- 
rators, both able and willing to undertake the 


trouble of inſtructing Pupils in all the neceſſary - 


branches of that Art? Was there any eminent 


Anatomiſt generally reſident, who, being fur- 


niſned with a continual ſupply of freſh bodies, 
could initiate, improve and perfect the young 
Students, by a repeated courſe of Lectures upon 
all the different parts of the human frame ?— 


If you ſhould venture to anſwer theſe Queſtions 


in the affirmative, I muſt beg leave to tell you, 
T5 as 
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* 
as having been informed by others, and as part! 
knowing myſelf, that the caſe was really very 


different. For I have been aſſured, that as to Che- 
miſtry many Medicinal Students in either of our 
. Univerſities, were forced at that time to go 
through their couries at London; and as to Ana- 


tomy, I myſelf have been accompanied there by 
many of them through ſeveral courſes, under 
the celebrated Dr. N1cwoLs. And yet, I am 
certain, I never ſaw You there ; nor can I find, 
upon diligent inquiry, that you ever gave your- 
ſelf any trouble of this kind. 

London is likewiſe univerſally acknowledged 
to be very advantageous to ſtudents in Phyſic in 
other reſpects. For wherever there are Hoſpi- 


tals, Infirmaries, and eſtabliſhments of that na- 


ture, there are the proper places for young Phy- 
ſicians to qualify themſelves thoroughly to ap- 
pear upon the ſtage of the world. Upon which 
when they enter at firſt, * without having had 
ſome previous exercice and practice for a conſi- 
derable time, tho' they may know the theory of 
Phyſic perfectly well, they muſt neceſſarily make 
but an indifferent figure. The more numerous 
in any place ſuch receptacles for the diſeaſed are, 
the more proper do they render it for the pur- 
poſe juſt mentioned: on which account, ſcarce any 
in Europe can be more ſo than London and Paris. 
What diſtemper is there incident to human bo- 
dies, which in this way may not x robably come 
under the inſpection of a young Phyſician ? who 
will have continual opportunities in theſe places 
of obſerving the practice of the elder and more 


* Nec mcdici, nec imperatores, nec oratores, quamwvis artis 
præcepta perceperint, guidguam magna liude aigrum ſine uſu et 
exercitatione corſequi poſunt, Cic, de che. Lib II 18 
experienced: 
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( 28 
experienced : which being exerciſed in a much 
freer manner upon this kind of Patients, than 
upon ſuch as are in a leſs dependent ſtate, may 
tend very much to the improvement of Phyſic, 
by diſcovering the particular virtues of ſome re- 
medies, which otherwiſe might not have been 
known. | 0, 

That the great Dr. RapcLirr, who is uni- 
verſally allowed to have been a moſt compe- 
tent Judge in theſe matters, was in a way of 
thinking not very different from this, is highly 
probable, from his having left by Will above 


fix hundred pounds a year, to maintain two Stu- 


dents in Phyſic, from the time of their being 
Regent Maſters, for the term of ten years; the 
better half of which they are obliged to ſpend in 


foreign Countries, and allowed to paſs the reſt 


in any part of England : an evident proof, that, in 
his opinion, they might make much greater im- 
provement in Phyſic, for ten years, after the de- 
gree of Maſter of Arts, in other places, either 
abroad or at home, than in either of our Univer- 
ſities. Which ſentiments of his have been lately 
moſt elegantly expreſſed by the learned Dr. 
LEwIs, in his * fine Oration at the opening of 
the Radclivian Library. I ſhould therefore be 
unwilling to ſuppoſe, that you could be ſo ig- 


* Nuit prætered, imo experientia ſud magiſtrd optime no vit, 
fi quis medicorum grege elevari unguam, et in optimo Dee 
falutis templo eminentiæ aliquid jperare audeat ; cum non in 
arctis Academiz finibus includ: ſemper 3 non ami ſe quotidie 
continentem, immani quadam et ſufervacaned librorum copia 
obrui; ſed libero et ereclo effe animo ; ſed ingenio culto dia 
atque exercitato eſſe oporteat : ut non vana opinione, non levi 
et futili conjecturà, // certd, ſed indubitatã experientie fide 
Medici nomen mereri diſceret.— Ex hac igitur umbratili vita, 
in pulwerem atque, ſolem filios ſuos evocari julſit. Pag. 14. 15, 
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| norant, as not to be ſenſible of theſe ſuperior ad- 


vantages to a Student in Phyſic, or ſo hardy as to 
ſet up your private opinion in oppoſition to that 
of the great Dr. RapcLire z who was the glory 
of his own time, is the admiration of the preſent, . 


and will probably be ſo of all ſucceeding ages. 


It may therefore juſtly be inferred by me, that 
your behaviour towards me muſt ariſe from ſelfiſh 
Motives; without taking the trouble to add any 
particular arguments ro enforce that inference. 
But ſince you have been pleaſed, by the very 
Excuſes you thought fit to make, both to myſelf 
and others, to diſcover the true Motives upon 
which you acted ; it would be injuſtice to you, 
as well as myſelf, to conceal any part of your 
Apology on this occaſion. 

Had the pretended Agreement with Dr. 
Frewin, Sc. been made before my removal to 
Henley, as by your manner of ſpeaking of it one 
might be apt to imagine; it had been very natu- 
ral for you to have mentioned it to my Friend, 
when he ſo frankly acquainted you with my de- 
ſign, and with the manner of my education. 
This open and undiſguiſed treatment he might 
juſtly have expected, in return; both as it would 
have anſwered the character he had received of 
You, and as it would have been the moſt likely 
way to divert me from my purpoſe. —As this 
is a preſumption againſt the earlineſs of this 
Agreement, ſo there is more than one againſt the 
reality of it. For it is not likely, that Dr. 
Faewin, a man of that age, learning, experi- 
ence, and reputation in the world, ſhould enter 
into any ſuch ingagement with you ; ſince he 


could have no manner of inducement from his 


intereſt 


(: 20-3 | 
intereſt to enter into any ſuch, even with elder - 
and more eminent Phyſicians ; as by his ſitua- 
tion he could have no apprehenſion of being ever 
diſturbed by thoſe of a toreign or different edu- 
cation. 

That this Agreement was not thought of *till 
after I had ſettled at Henley, and made ſome 
progreſs in buſineſs, is {till more probable ; be- 
cauſe Dr. Z1nzaNn himſelf did not refuſe, about 
a year after my ſettling here, to conſult with 
me; and yet it cannot be ſuppoſed, that, if there 
had been ſuch an early Agreement between Dr. 
FREWIN, Dr. PiTT, and yourſelf, You would 
not have immediately acquainted Dr. Z Iixz ax 
with it, and with the manner in which I had been 
educated. When, notwithſtanding the under-hand 
dealings of your Emiſſaries, my ſucceſs began to 
touch you in a very ſenſible part, it is not unlikely, 
that upon your complaint to Dr. FRE w IN and 
Dr. Pirr of my placing myſelf ſo near you, 
they might declare pretty ſtrongly in favour of 
our Univerſity Graduates; and might perhaps ſay, 
They would do very well to refuſe a conſultation 
with thoſe who had been educated elſewhere. 
But that They entered with You into any formal 

ingagement to that purpoſe, as I have only your 
bare aſſertion for this, I muſt take the freedom 
to ſuſpend my belief, and muſt beg the Reader 
to ſuſpend his, for a very ſubſtantial reaſon, 
which I ſhall give before I conclude this Letter, 

There is one circumſtance in the management 
of this affair, which makes it look ſtill more like 
a ſelfiſh invention and contrivance ; That when 
Fou had determined to refuſe to conſult with 
me, you delayed to acquaint me with it for a 


good while, tho' you had before communicated, 
your 
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your ſecret deſign to one of your Creatures, who 


imſelf lately told me, that he knew long before 
it happened, that this Refuſal would be made 
ſome time or other. From whence it is evident, 
that You had for ſome time layed your Scheme; 
and probably had been ſo mean as to concert it 
with him ; that all your combiiſtibles were pre- 
ared and artfully concealed ; and that you 
waited only for a proper opportunity to ſet fire 
to the train. 5 | 
Another ihdication of the ſelfiſhneſs of this 
Refuſal appeared plainly in one of the Excules 
you thought fit to make, in order to remove 
the ſuſpicion which I might be apt to entercain, 
that the whole was levelled perſonally at me. 


© Dr. Merrick, you ſaid, was very aged and 


« infirm, and it was very likely that when he 
* was gone off the Stage ſome perſon of Fo- 
* reign Education might endeavour to ſettle at 
& Reading; which You and Dr. Zinzan were 
* determined if poſſible to prevent,” This 
frank Declatation, | then imagined, might have 
ſlipped inadvertently from you; as the like 
ſometimes happens to perſons of great vivacity, 
whole volubility of ſpeech goes on uninterrupted 
by any reflection. But I was afterwards credibly 
informed, to my great ſurprize, that you repea- 
ted the ſame Reſolution, in almoſt the very ſame 
words, in that formal Speech which you thought 
proper to make to the Gentlemen of the Club at 
Henley. And as all the topics of that Speech had 


been well revolved, no doubt, in your mind, 


before the delivery; I cannot but look upon 
this Declaration as the reſult of your moſt deli- 
berate thoughts: but then I likewiſe think it 
evident, that thefe thoughts were entirely influ- 

C enced 


(22) 1 
enced and directed by ſelf-intereſt. For tje 
terms in which you expreſfed yourſelf being ge- 
neral, without the leaſt exception, you declared 
in effect, That You and Dr. Zinzan would 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſe any Foreign Graduate, who 
ſhould pretend to ſettle at Reading, let his qua- 
lifications be what they would, even tho' they 
were ever ſo much ſuperiour to your own. When 
ſuch a Declaration as this comes to be generally 
known to the people of Reading, and of the 

laces round about, what can they infer from it, 
Bac that looking upon your Patients as your 
property, You are refolved they ſhall not be 
alienated ? There ſeems to me no other way of 
evading this interpretation of your words, and 
this inference from them, than by your owning 
frankly, that you really think that no Foreign 
|. Graduate can poſlibly be a better Phyſician than 
F yourſelf, or your brother at Reading ; and conſe- 
_ quently, the health of your preſent Patients can- 
| not poſſibly be in greater ſecurity for the future 
[| under the care of any ſuch Perſon. If this be 
[| your modeſt opinion, as conſiſtently with your | 
Declaration it ought to be, you will find, I be- | 
lieve, ſcarce any who will give their aſſent to it. | 
For You yourſelf cannot but know, that there 
are ſeveral very conſiderable Phyſicians who ne- 
ver ſtudied at either Univerſity, and ſome who 
are at the very top of the profeſſion. But ſince 
compariſons of this nature may ſeem invidious, 
and ſince what has been formerly may likewiſe 
happen again ; I ſhall only deſire You to conſider 
the character of ſome eminent Phyſicians of for- 
meer times, who were educated abroad: to whom 
| if you have not the aſſurance to give ron 
»® IO | | the 
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the preference, your Declaration is unjuſtifiable ; 
and it you have, the conceit muſt appear ridi- 
culous to all. 

In the ſame Speech you gave a farther proof 
of your ſtrong attachment to your own dear in- 
tereſt, by inſiſting on an argument as odd as 
your Declaration, in words to this effect: Your 
education you ſaid coſt you fifteen hundred 
© pounds, whereas mine could not coſt me 
* above five hundred.” By which it may 
juſtly be ſuppoſed, that you deſigned to inſinu- 
ate, that your ſkill in Phyſic was ſuperiour to 
mine by two parts in three; and conſequently 
that your advice was worth two thirds more than 
mine. Leſt your audience ſhould not readily 
draw the firſt of theſe Concluſions, from which 
the ſecond naturally follows, you thought pro- 
per to give them a more explicit direction, by 
adding, That You had ſpent fourteen years 
* at Oxford before you could obtain a Doctor's 
* Degree, which I had obtained much ſooner 
„ abroad; and that it was a great hardſhip, 
< with reſpect to yourſelf, that I ſhould be in- 
e tituled to the ſame Privileges, ſince it could 
% not be fuppoſed that I was ſo well qualified 
for them.“ How well gualiſied I may be, I 
ſhall leave to the Judgment of thoſe who are not 
unacquainted with my practice and ſucceſs, —By 
what means I endeavoured to gualify myſelf, I 
have given ſome account above. How much 


ſooner, after my firſt application ta the ſtudy of 


Phyſic, I obtained my degree abroad, than You 
at home, is intirely unknown to you at preſent; 
but I ſhall quickly enable you to give a tolerable 
gueſs. — That You ſpent fourteen Years at Ox- 


ford, 1 have not faith to believe, having been 


& 2 aſſured 
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aſſured that you begun practice, and refided at 
Reading, upon taking a Bachelor of Phylic's de- 

ree : the time of which practice being deduct- 
ed, will reduce the fourteen years to ten, being 
within one year of the very time required for 4 
Doctor's degree at Cambridge; which you can- 
not deny to be ſufficient, as you allow the vali- 
dity of the Degrees there. But even of theſe ten 
years, which it ſhall be granted you ſpent at 


Oxford, including perhaps many months of 


abſence, three years at leaft may reaſonably be 
| ſuppoſed to have been taken up by the ftudy of 


ſuch Arts as have no relation to that of Phyſic: 


which therefore ought likewiſe to be deducted, 
and will leave but ſeven years remaining, which 
can properly be ſaid to have been employed in ac- 
3 the qualifications neceſſary to a Doctor's 


egree. If I then, for ſeven years together, 


applied myſelf cloſely to all thoſe Arts, which 
are introductory to the knowledge of Medicine, 
without interruption from thoſe which have no 
tendency thereto; pray, good Sir, how muc,” 
ſooner, computing the time which alone ougłt 
to be computed, did I obtain my Degree than 
you obtained yours? And if J paſſed thoſe ſeven 
years, where I had as many and as good, nay, 


more and better opportunities of improvement, 


not only in the previous ſtudies which form the 
Theory, but likewiſe by ſeeing a good deal of 
Practice; why may not I be ſuppoſed as well qua- 
tified as yourſelf ?—Your Calculation then of the 
expence of your medicinal Education is carried 
much too high, when you make it amount to 
Fifteen hundred pounds; reckoning, I ſuppoſe, 
one hundred pounds for the expence of each 

f year, 
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year, and as much for that of your Doctorial 


Degree. 
But allowing the whole account, and the diſ- 


proportion betwixt the expence of your Educa- 


tion and mine to be as You have ſtated it; yet 
the Inference you would have the world make 
from thence will never follow: for conſtant expe- 


rience ſhews, that thoſe Young Gentlemen, who 
ſpend the moſt money at the Univerſity, or any 
where elſe, very ſeldom make the greateſt im- 


_ provement. | 


To theſe few Obſervations upon the molt ma- 
terial part of your Speech, I think it neceſſary 
to ſubjoin a word or two concerning the time 
you choſe for the delivery of it. Tho? I cannot 
charge you with knowing, that I was obliged to 
be abſent from the club of Gentlemen at Henley 
that day, yet I have ſome reaſon to ſuſpect it. 
But ſuppoſing the contrary, I think a generous 
Adverſary, eſpecially one who, being no mem 
ber of the Club, was little better than an Intru- 


der, would have ſatisfied himſelf with recom- 


mending his Deputy, and forborne any invec- 
tive againſt an abſent member. But why ſhould 


I ͤ mention what a generous perſon would have 


either done or avoided, to One whoſe whole 


conduct towards me has not been coloured with 


the leaſt tincture of generoſity ? Who, whenever 
he ſaw me, could put on a ſmiling maſk of ci- 
vility on purpoſe to amuſe me, and prevent me 
from ſuſpecting him capable of any formed de- 
ſign againſt me, which he was even then proſe- 
cuting in a clandeſtine manner. Nay, this 
Farce of external civility you continued to re- 


peat, at the very time when you diſclaimed 


holding 


8. 


626) 


holding any Conſultation with me; making 
many profeſſions of regard and kindneſs, and of 
your readineſs to do me ſervice in any other re- 
ſpect, which did not interfere with your Word 
and Promiſe. But this was too groſs to pals y 
and You ſoon found, that I was no longer to be 
deceived by your fair ſpeeches. 

This determined you to lay aſide your diſſi- 
mulation, and with a malicious ſincerity to make 
your enmity and oppoſition public, by haran- 
guing againſt me before a Society, of which I was 
a member, and You was not. You had how- 
ever the precaution to retain ſo much of your 
uſual conduct in your attaques upon me, as, in 


order to wound me with more ſecurity to your- 


ſelf, to make them behind my back. Had 1 
been preſent, J queſtion whether any ſuch 
Speech would have been made ; or if it had, 
by any thing I have heard of it, How eaſily 
might it have been anſwered? I was there- 
fore the leſs concerned, that I happened to be 
abſent, when I was aſſured, that tho? the Orator 
met with no interruption in the pleaſure of hear- 


ing himſelf talk, yet he gave not the leaft plea- 


ſure to the audience, either by the matter or 
manner of his Oration. If a Doctor ſhould talk 
like an Apothecary among the lower adminiſtra- 
tors of Phyſic, againſt a perſon of whom they 
think they have reaſon to be jealous, ſelf- admi- 
ration and ſelf-intereſt will naturally induce them 
to give their approbation and applauſe. But 
Gentlemen of fortune, ſenſe, literature, and im- 
partiality would not precipitately countenance 
ſuch a rude attaque upon an abſent member of 
their Society; which they had juſt cauſe to ſu- 
ſpect proceeded ſolely from two very bad ſources, 


__ Avarice 
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Avarice and Malevolence. They could not but be 
ſurpriſed to ſee a perſon in ſuch affluent circum- 
{ſtances fo anxiouſly ſolicitous to prevent the leaſt 
diminution of his Fees. They could not but 
refent ſuch diſreſpectful and malicious treatment 
of a member of their Club, who had always 
ſhewed a proper reſpect and a benevolent diſpo- 
ſitton towards You. 
But their ſurprize and reſentment was increa- 
ſed, when you proceeded to defire them to 
employ a Brother Phyſician at Reading in your 
ſtead, whenever it ſhould not fuit with your 
convenience to attend them yourſelf, It is diffi- 
cult to ſay, whether this requeſt manifeſted more 
inſolence towards them, or 1ll-will towards me. 
By employing You as their Phyſician, in pre- 
ference to him, ſeveral of them had conferred 
upon You the greateſt favour, which in your 
medicinal capacity you could reaſonably expect 
or deſtre. But with this You was not fatiſ- 
fied « You had more comprehenſive ſchemes in 
view, that extended to the depreſſion of others, 
as well as the advancement of yourſelf; and re- 
carded not only the preſent time, but the future, 
According to your opinion, at leaſt according 
to your conduct, one favour is an earneſt of 
another ; the more a man has received, the 
more he may juſtty aſk ; and where he has ſuc- 
ceeded well in ſoliciting for himſelf, he may 
reaſonably expect the like ſucceſs in his ſolicita- 
tions for another. Proceeding upon theſe max- 
ims, you make a beld puſh to introduce a 
coaljutor, or rather fub/zitute : whoſe buſineſs it is, 
in caſe a Patient ſhould be attacked by any 
diſtemper, when You are at too great a Gittance, 
to att like a Subaltern, and keep the enemy in 

PAN 
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play by vollies of ſmall ſhot, 'till You can come 
up with your Artillery and Magazine of Phy ſic: 
This was not over modeſt in You, under pre- 
tence of reſpect and recommendation, to endea- 
vour to preclude their choice. In chooſing You, 
you will not deny, that they ſhewed ſufficient 
judgment and diſcretion : could they not be 
truſted to chooſe another Phyſician for them- 
ſelves? They had obliged You by their firſt 
choice: was it in order to ſhew your gratitudez 
that you would conſtrain them to oblige You 
more by giving up to you their ſecond? 

Had You introduced a perfect ſtranger to 
them, and made the like requeſt in his behalf, 
tho? the preſumption had been the ſame, yet it 
would have been leſs inexcuſable, from the great 
occaſion ſuch a one muſt have had for ſome in- 
troduction and recommendation. But to under- 
take to recommend to thoſe Gentlemen a per- 
ſon, with whoſe Character they were as well ac- 
quainted as You, was, to ſay the beſt of it, altoge- 
ther needleſs ; but to ſpeak of it as it deſerves, 
it carried along with it an intimation not very 


favourable, either to the company, or the perſon 


recommended.—It muſt ſuppoſe in them an in- 


capacity of chooſing a proper Phyſician for them- 


ſelves; and that they were likely enough, with- 
out your interpoſition, to fix upon a leſs known 
and leſs deſerving Perſon.— With regard to the 

erſon recommended, it could be no advance- 
ment of his character, to be propoſed to act the 
part of a Deputy under You : an office, which 
ſome few years ago it was with juſt reaſon 
thought moſt likely for You to execute under 
him. For the Character of that Gentleman, both 


as a Scholar and a Phyſician, is well known. He 
- had 
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had begun, continued, and finiſhed his ſtudies at 


Oxford with great reputation: his parts and learn- 
ing in general, and his knowledge in his parti- 
cular profeſſion, were never queſtioned. He 
took the Degree of Maſter of Arts above ten years 
before. You ; and by diſcharging the honourable 
and difficult office of public Proctor to the ſa- 
tisfaction and applauſe of the Univerſity, ſhone 
conſpicuous in the eyes of that learned Body, 
while you was ſcarce known. | | 


Of ſuch an extraordinary Conduct towards me, 
as has been here repreſented, it may be reaſonably 
imagined there muſt have been ſome extraordi- 
nary Cauſe on my part: and therefore, Sir, be- 
fore I finiſh, it will be proper to take notice of 
what You allege in excuſe for it. All that I have 
heard is, That when my Friend firſt acquainted 
you with my Deſign, he told You, that it was 
only to practiſe Man-midwitery. This my Friend 
abſolutely denies z and there are ſo many reaſons 
againſt the probability of it, that they muſt ren- 
der it altogether incredible. To what purpoſe 
could he wait upon You, in ſo formal a manner, 
with a Letter from an intimate acquaintance of 


yours, in order to inform you of a deſign only, 


which could not give You the leaſt umbrage, 
and in promoting which You could do me little 


or no ſervice? As I had originally profeſſed, and 


continued to that time the practice of both Phy- 
fic and Man- midwifery, was it at all likely, that 


my Friend ſhould venture to ſuppreſs my inten- 


tion as to the practice of the former? Could he 
be ſo weak as to endeavour to amuſe you with a 
falſchood, which could not lie ccncealed longer 
than a few days; and which, when diſcovered, 

mult 
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muſt fruſtrate the very end of his waiting upon 

You, and juſtly render You my open adverſary ? 
Your ſuppreſſion of this Excuſe for above a 

whole year, and not alleging it till after the 

affair of Mr. Cou EE broke out, makes it highly 


probable that there is no truth at all in it. For 


can any one think, that You would not have 
gladly produced this charge againſt me, as 
ſoon as ever Lou had heard of my practiſing 
Phyſic; which you muſt ſoon have heard upon 


my ſettling at this place? This would have ex- 


poſed me to the juſt cenſure of all who heard it, 
and prevented me from gaining any buſineſs here. 
But beſides this ſtrong ground of ſuſpicion, 
You have given poſitive evidence againſt yourſelf 
twice: firſt, by telling my Friend, that You 
would have him adviſe me to ſettle at Higb 
Wickham, where there was neither Phyſician nor 
Man-midwife ; and afterwards, by telling others, 
that by the account my Friend gave, You could 
not tell, whether I int! nded to practiſe as an Apo- 
thecary, Surgeon, Ma: -midwife, or Phyſician. 


And now, Sir, I think I have anſwered every 
pai*icular, which has been, or can be, alleged 
by You againſt my undertaking to practiſe 
Phyſic in this place. In doing which, I thought 
it neceſſary to be thus copious, in order to put 
a ſtop to the many groſs miſrepreſentations 
in relation to me ; of moſt of which I have all 


the reaſon in the world to believe, that You 


have been the chief author and promoter. 
To remove the ill effects of thefe miſrepreſenta- 
tione, whereby the minds of ſome hereabouts had 
been prejudiced to my difadvantage, it became 
nectiſury for me to be thus particular in the re- 

| | prelentation 
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preſentation of my Caſe, and to give You and 
myſelf this trouble. Otherwiſe I need have uſed 
but very few words; and might have deny'd at 
once, That the very Agreement which you pre- 
tended you had made with Dr. FRRWI , Dr. 
Pirr, Dr. Haves, Sc. and by which you ſaid, 
that you was obliged not to conſult with me, had 
any reality in it. For in a few days after our 
meeting at Mr. ComBee's, Dr. Hayes declared 
to me, in preſence of a Gentleman who will atteſt 
it, That He himſelf had never entered into any 
ſuch Agreement with Dr. AppincToN, or any 
other Phyſician 3 and That he never had heard 
even that any ſuch Agreement had been entered 
into in any part of England. 4 

And whereas you repreſented this Agreement 
to be general, abſolute, and unconditional, againſt 
all Phyſicians who have not taken their Degree 
in our Univerſities; I might ſafely deny, that any 
ſuch Agreement was ever made with Dr. Pi rr. 
For I have certain information, that he very 
lately declared, that the Phyſicians of Oxford 
never refuſe to conſult with thoſe of a Foreign 
Degree, provided they. have alſo a Licence from 
the College of Phyſicians in London. It is incre- 
dible therefore, that Dr. PIT, whom I do and 
ſhall ever mention with honour, did ever enter 
into an Agreement with You, whereby I ſhould be 
excluded; unleſs you repreſented me not to be 


what you. knew I was, and either denied or ſup- 


preſſed my Qualification from the College. | 

Thus, Sir, this pretended Agreement appears 
to be a very odd one; an Agreement, to which 
there was no party but yourſelf; and therefore it 


need not have given you ſo much concern on the ac. 


count of its hindering you from conſulting with 
D 2 me, 
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me. I leave You to reconcile theſe contradic- 
tory accounts, and to defend this part of your beha- 


viour towards me; and at the ſame time to give, 


if you pleaſe, any other reaſon why I may not 
be entitled to the privileges of my Profeſſion, in 
common with others, whoſe education, degrees, 
and abilities have been approved by, and received 


a ſanction from the College of Phyſicians. To 


hope for as much regard and favour from the 


world as Dr. AppincTon has ſurprizingly met 


with, may perhaps be unreaſonable : I ſhall ho w- 
ever depend upon ſome degree of it, as long 


as I ſhall make it my chief care and ſtudy to 


deſerve it. If there was any thing in the parti- 
cular Caſe of Mr. CouzEE, which you think 
could affect me, I deſire You would not ſcruple 
to make it public; for I ſhould very gladly 
canvaſs that point with You. RE ny 
I might juſtly expoſtulate- farther. with you, 
upon the long ſeries of your injurious Treat- 
ment; and might eaſily add many more Re- 
flections upon this occaſion. But ſuch, I hope, 
will be partly ſuggeſted by your own mind, or 
at leaſt ſupplied by the impartial conſideration 
of others, who may be more inclined to do 
Juſtice to, Sir, ba % Og 
Your humble Servant, 


1749. 


RICHARD Russ EL. 


